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Preface

T he U.S. legal system is admired around the
world for the freedoms it allows the indi-

vidual and the fairness with which it attempts to
treat all persons. On the surface, it may seem
simple, yet those who have delved into it know
that this system of federal and state constitutions,
statutes, regulations, and common-law decisions
is both elaborate and complex. It derives from
the English common law, but includes principles
older than England, along with some principles
from other lands. The U.S. legal system, like
many others, has a language all its own, but too
often it is an unfamiliar language—many con-
cepts are still phrased in Latin. The fourth edition
of Gale Encyclopedia of American Law (GEAL),
formerly West’s Encyclopedia of American Law,
explains legal terms and concepts in everyday lan-
guage. It also covers a wide variety of persons,
entities, and events that have shaped the U.S.
legal system and influenced public perceptions
of American law.

NEW ELEMENTS OF THE 4th EDITION

All entries have been reviewed for updates, and
more than half have been revised or are new
to the 4th edition. Bibliographies within the
entries have been updated, and in addition, to
support users seeking further exploration of a
topic, the number of entries providing a bibli-
ography has been expanded by 10 percent.
Photos, tables, charts, graphs, and forms have
also been reviewed and refreshed where indi-
cated; color was similarly added where appro-
priate. Cross references within each entry have
been consolidated into a single location at the
end of each entry to better guide the user when
moving from one topic to other related topics.

MAIN FEATURES OF THIS SET:
VOLUMES 1 through 10

Volumes 1 through 10 constitute the main
body of GEAL, an A to Z compilation of nearly
5,000 entries comprising topical essays, biogra-
phies, legal definitions, and “In Focus” essays
and sidebars.

Topical Entries

Topical entries are devoted to concepts, events,
movements, cases, and legislation significant to
U.S. law. The 4th edition includes new entries
on such topics as “Cryptocurrency,” “Transgen-
der Rights,” and “The 2020 Elections.”

Biographies

GEAL profiles a wide variety of interesting and
influential people—including lawyers, judges,
government and civic leaders, as well as historical
and modern figures—who have played a part in
creating or shaping U.S. law. Each biography
includes a timeline, which shows important
moments in the subject’s life as well as important
historical events of the period. New biographies
for the 4th edition include contemporary figures
such as Donald Trump and Joe Biden.

Definitions

Every entry on a legal term found in GEAL is
followed by a definition, which appears at the
beginning of the entry and is italicized. For
some terms, further discussion (often lengthy)
may follow the definition. Volume 14 of this
set includes a glossary titled “Dictionary of
Legal Terms,” which contains all the definitions
from this set in a central location.

IX



“In Focus” Essays
“In Focus” essays accompany related entries and
provide additional facts, details, and arguments
on particularly interesting, important, or contro-
versial issues raised by those entries. The sub-
jects covered include hotly contested issues such
as abortion, capital punishment, and the legali-
zation of recreational marijuana use; detailed
processes, such as the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s approval process for new drugs; and
other important historical and social issues, such
as debates over LGBTQ rights and the formation
of the U.S. Constitution.

Sidebars
Like “In Focus” essays, sidebars provide brief
highlights of some interesting facet of accompa-
nying entries. They complement regular entries
and “In Focus” essays by adding informative
details to enhance study. Sidebar topics include
such subjects as scandals within the hedge fund
financial industry and vaping regulations.

Additional Features within Entries

n Photos, Tables, Charts, Graphs, and Legal
Forms.More than 900 images (most now in
color) accompany entries within the ency-
clopedia, enhancing the ideas presented in
the text.

n Further Readings. To facilitate additional re-
search, a bibliography is included in a majority
of main entries found in Volumes 1 through
10.

n Cross References. GEAL provides cross refer-
ences at the end of most entries, comprising
related entries, milestones, and primary docu-
ments that the reader may wish to explore,
listed alphabetically by title.GEAL also contains
blind entries for alternate or outdated entry
names interfiled within the main entry names.

ADDITIONAL FEATURES OF THIS SET:
VOLUMES 11 through 14

Four appendix volumes are included with this
edition of GEAL, containing hundreds of pages
of documents, laws, manuscripts, and forms fun-
damental to and characteristic of U.S. law, as well
as a dictionary of legal terms and two indexes.

Milestones in the Law
(Appendix, Volumes 11 and 12)
Volumes 11 and 12 of GEAL, which are subtitled
“Milestones in the Law,” offer a closer look at 12
landmark cases in U.S. legal history. Readers can
explore the reasoning of the judges and the argu-
ments of the attorneys that produced major

decisions on important legal and social issues. Each
milestone case opens with a brief introduction, as
well as questions for discussion to aid in classroom
use. Included in eachmilestone are the opinions of
the lower courts; the briefs presented by the parties
to the U.S. Supreme Court; and the decision of the
U.S. Supreme Court, including the majority opin-
ion and all concurring and dissenting opinions
for each case. Court cases included in these two
volumes range fromMarbury v. Madison to Brown
v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas to Oberge-
fell v. Hodges.

Primary Documents
(Appendix, Volume 13)
Volume 13 of GEAL contains more than 70 pri-
mary documents arranged into four broad topics:
foundations of U.S. law, civil rights, reflections on
law and society, and legal miscellany. These docu-
ments date as far back as the Magna Carta and all
the way into the twenty-first century. The study
of primary documents helps students develop ana-
lytical abilities, fostering critical and original think-
ing; to aid this effort, each primary document
begins with a brief introduction that provides con-
text for the document. This appendix includes
such artifacts as the Articles of Confederation, the
Monroe Doctrine, the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, the Violence against Women Act of
1994, and several presidential speeches.

Dictionary of Legal Terms
(Appendix, Volume 14)
This appendix contains all legal terms defined
throughout the ten main volumes of GEAL into
a single dictionary for quick reference.

Cases Index (Volume 14)
The Cases Index cites all court cases discussed
within the ten main volumes of the set,
whether they are the subject of an entry, dis-
cussed within another entry, or appear as an
entry in the “Milestones in the Law” appendix.

General Index (Volume 14)
The General Index is a master subject index of
entries, topics, events, concepts, movements, legis-
lation, people, court cases, legal terms, and primary
documents referenced in the ten main volumes.

A NOTE ON CITATIONS

Wherever possible, GEAL entries include citations
for cases and statutes mentioned in the text. These
allow readers wishing to do additional research to
easily locate the opinions and statutes cited. Two
sample citations, with explanations of common
citation terms, can be seen on the following page.
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Statute title. The title of the statute is set in 
italics and indicates the name given to the 
statute or act. The Act in this sample citation 
captures the origin and key terms related to 
the legislation.
Public law number. In the sample citation, the 
number 103 indicates this law was passed by 
the 103d Congress, and the number 159 
indicates it was the 159th law passed by that 
Congress.
Reporter volume number. The number pre- 
ceding the reporter abbreviation indicates the 
reporter volume containing the statute.
Reporter name. The reporter name is abbre-
viated. The statute in the sample citation is 
from Statutes at Large.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Reporter page. The number following the 
reporter abbreviation indicates the reporter 
page on which the statute begins.
Title number. Federal laws are divided into 
major sections with specific titles. The number 
preceding a reference to the U.S. Code in the 
sample citation stands for the section called 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure.
Additional reporter. The statute in the sam- 
ple citation may also be found in the U.S. 
Code Annotated.
Section numbers. The section numbers fol- 
lowing a reference to the U.S. Code Anno- 
tated indicate where the statute appears in 
that reporter.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act,   Pub. L. No. 103–159,   107   Stat.   1536   (18   U.S.C.A.      921–925A)

1 2 3 5 6 74 8

Case title. The title of the case is set in italics 
and indicates the names of the parties. The 
suit in this sample citation was between 
Ernesto A. Miranda and the state of Arizona.
Reporter volume number. The number pre- 
ceding the reporter name indicates the report-
er volume containing the case. (The volume 
number appears on the spine of the reporter, 
along with the reporter name).
Reporter name. The reporter name is abbre-
viated. The suit in the sample citation is from 
the reporter, or series of books, called U.S. 
Reports, which contains cases from the U.S. 
Supreme Court. (Numerous reporters publish 
cases from the federal and state courts.)

1.

2.

3.

Reporter page. The number following the 
reporter name indicates the reporter page on 
which the case begins.
Additional reporter page. Many cases may be 
found in more than one reporter. The suit in 
the sample citation also appears in volume 86 
of the Supreme Court Reporter, beginning on 
page 1602.
Additional reporter citation. The suit in the 
sample citation is also reported in volume 16 
of the Lawyers’  Edition, second series, begin-
ning on page 694.
Year of decision. The year the Court issued its 
decision in the case appears in parentheses at 
the end of the citation.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Miranda v. Arizona,   384   U.S.   436,   86 S.Ct. 1602,   16 L.Ed 2d 694   (1966)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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