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The harvest of 1846 was
abundant, trade flourishing,
but the land filled with
robbers, the sea with
pirates, so that there is no
longer safety of property

on shore or afloat.



+1Y57 (Karl Friedrich August
Gutzlaff) (C&D
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Victoria, Hongkong, 5th March, 1847.

On the 2nd instant | wrote to Your Excellency a reply concerning an
attack by Pirates on the two small vessels ‘Caroline’ and ‘Omega’.
Two men named Kwokamang and Isowche, who were concerned
in this piracy, have been apprehended at a village called Chun
Chuen in Shuntih district. The former of these men when seized
had in his possession 322 dollars, 10 rupees, 2 Foreign flags, and
some Foreign clothing - the latter 162 dollars, and 4 balls of opium.

They both confessed, when questioned, that they were concerned
in



the attack and begged to be allowed to give evidence of
other parties.

| accordingly send up an English Inspector of Police,
together with the Chinese Informant who knows these men.
This Chinese can conduct the district officers to the village
and point out the two men. When the men have been
brought to Canton and examined, it may lead to the
detection of others - and they may then be sent to
Hongkong in custody, with a view to elicit further
information.

| tender to Your Excellency the assurances of my highest
consideration.
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Victoria, Hongkong.
20 June 1851.

My Lord,

| have the honor to enclose to Your Lordship copies of
Depositions taken before Consul Alcock, which will place Your
Lordship in possession of the particulars connected with the
wreck of the British Ship Larpent, of Liverpool, on the East coast
of Formosa in September

The Right Honorable The Viscount Palmerston ECB. lese 2.
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last. It will be seen that three of the shipwrecked men were
picked up at sea by the American Barque "Antelope", whilst
on her way from Hongkong to Shanghai, the remaining
portion of the crew having been murdered by the Savage
aborigines of the Island. The Chinese themselves appear to
have treated these three men with great humanity and
kindness.

On receiving the above intelligence, | at once addressed the
Senior Naval Officer for the
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purpose of requesting the services of the Steam Sloop
“Salamander", stationed at Amoy, to proceed to the
scene of the shipwreck, with a view to institute enquiries
on the spot, and to rescue any others of the crew who
might be found on the Island. But | have little hope that
any other survivors will be discovered.

| also transmit, herewith for your Lordship’s
information, copy of a despatch which | addressed on
this subject to Mr. Backhouse, Vice Consul in Charge at
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Circular No. 10, October 7, 1886.

Sir, Pursuant instructions from Her Majesty’s
Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs, I have issued
the enclosed Notification regulating the conditions
under which Persons of Chinese descent, who are
British Subjects, may reside or travel in China
under British protection.

You will observe that it is left entirely optional to
such persons to claim the status of British Subjects
within the Chinese territories, or not, as they may
see fit. But in the event of their electing to sink
their Chinese among Chinese, they cannot claim
any exemption from the jurisdiction and laws of the
country they adopt of their own free will, and after
due notice of the consequences.

You will give all due publicity and effect within
your jurisdiction to the enclosed, in conformity with
the provisions of the Queen’s Order in Council of
1865.
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Therefore, by the authority and power vested in me by the 85th
Section of the China and Japan order in Council 1865, | do
declare and order that all British subjects of Chinese descent
shall, while residing or being in Chinese territory, discard the
Chinese costume and adopt some other dress or costume
whereby they may readily be distinguished from the native
population. And | do further warn all British subjects of Chinese
descent so residing or being in the Chinese dominions as
aforesaid, that in the event of their infringing or not observing
this Order and Regulation, they shall not be entitled to claim
British protection or interference on their behalf in any Court of
Justice or elsewhere in the Chinese Dominions.
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