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But it may still be objected that Mrs. Grant-Smith,
though sane now, was insane at the time the events
narrated are said to have happened, and her present
conviction of their truth may be entirely vitiated by
this fact. Let us consider this supposition very
carefully. It means that a person admittedly sane can
be at the same time subject to delusions. But a
person subject to delusions, which he persistently
mistakes for facts, cannot be sane; for the exhibition
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But it may still be objected that Mrs. Grant-Smith, though sane now, was insane at the time
the events narrated are said to have happened, and her present conviction of their truth
may be entirely vitiated by this fact. Let us consider this supposition very carefully. It means
that a person admittedly sane can be at the same time subject to delusions. But a person
subject to delusions, which he persistently mistakes for facts, cannot be sane; for the
exhibition of delusions is one of the hall-marks of insanity. If Mrs. Grant-Smith, though sane
and intelligent in every other respect, still believes that certain facts took place which on this
theory did not take place, then to that extent she is still deluded, she is still insane. This, as
we shall see later, is the conclusion of the Board of Control, a conclusion expressed many
times, and again only recently. It is necessary, then, that this question of delusions should
be thoroughly sifted before proceeding further.,Now, delusions are of two kinds, the “ insane
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Charles Loomis Dana Papers, 1876-1932
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Alexander E. Macdonald Papers, 1865-1906
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