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The aim of this guide is to give you a better understanding of how to use the Political Extremism and Radicalism: Far-Right 

and Left Political Groups in the U.S., Europe, and Australia in the Twentieth Century (PER: FLPG) for your research purposes.  

It will cover finding and filtering material as well as explore some key topics covered by the archive. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

This guide is aimed at students and researchers who are using Gale Primary Source Archives for the first time.  It will 

take you through the different stages of using a digital archive.  If you are unfamiliar with researching in a digital archive 

it is worth reading the guide through from start to finish.   

 

If you have some experience working with digital archives and are looking for guidance on PER: FLPG specifically, head 

straight to the KEY TOPICS section. Here you will find information on some of the main historical themes addressed by 

the collections in this archive.  There are also some critical thinking questions and useful search terms to help you start 

your research. The questions in green are entry level questions, the questions in red are more advanced.  

 

If you are looking for examples of research conducted in this digital archive, the final section CASE STUDIES, will provide 

you with this.  This section draws upon documents found in PER: FLPG to show you how to use digital primary sources 

for research and teaching. Again, there are some critical thinking questions and useful search terms to help you start 

your research. The questions in green are entry level questions, the questions in red are more advanced. 

 

Throughout you will find keywords in bold typeface to help you identify key topics and useful search terms. 

 

LANGUAGE AND TERMINOLOGY 

In this section, you will identify the language and words that will produce useful results when you are using the search 

function in a digital archive. 

 

In all Gale Primary Source Archives you will find language and terminology that is old-fashioned, unfamiliar and 

potentially offensive.  The documents and other sources held in these archives are reflective of the period in which they 

were written as well as the viewpoint of the content’s creator.  To that end, you will need to think about the words and 

phrases that you choose to conduct your search.  For example, if you are researching anti-Semitism conducting a search 

using an offensive term for the Jewish community may yield more results than using “Jew” or “Judaism”.  

 

As an example, if you were searching in this archive for examples of women’s activism you would most likely start by 

searching for “women” and “activist” however you would also want to try variations on both these words such as “girl”, 

“female” and “campaigner”, “protest” etc. You will notice other terms appearing in your selected source materials.  You 

can use these terms to extend your search.  In this example, you might want to extend your search to include terms such 



 
as “women’s liberation”, “suffrage” and “feminist” if you are interested in gender equality or combine the term “women” 

with “environment” or “anti-war” if you are interested in their involvement in those particular political movements. The 

more time you spend in the archive looking for sources the more familiar you will become with the variety of terms that 

might be relevant to your topic, as well as their idiosyncrasies (such as non-standard spelling or slang). 

 

BASIC SEARCH AND FILTERING 

In this section, you will perform a basic search using keywords in PER: FLPG.  It will also cover how to filter your results, 

and the steps needed to find a useful and comprehensive set of sources tailored to your research questions. When you 

enter a search term it will be used to scan both the content of the sources and the tags that have been applied to said 

sources.  In PER: FLPG your search is being applied across the 9 collections in this archive.   

 

Let’s start with a key political action covered in the archive: Anti-Racist.   

• Search your key term, Anti-Racist, in PER: FLPG. You will receive over two thousand results spread across a 

variety of content types (manuscripts, monographs, newspapers, periodicals, audio etc). 

• Filter your results. Using the filter buttons on the right of your results list you can refine your list.  You can use 

these filters to help ensure the source material you are using relates directly to your research question. For 

example, if you were interested in the American civil rights activist Jesse Jackson you can filter your results so 

that you are just looking at sources that are about him.  

• Assess your results. It is important to remember throughout that these searches are the starting point of your 

research and as such will provide you with a very broad range of documents.  Once you have filtered your results 

you will still need to analyse them to assess their relevance to your topic. In our examination of Anti-Racist 

movements and Jesse Jackson, for example, you may want to focus on sources written during the 1960s civil 

rights movement so you will want to filter your results by publication date. 

• Iterate on your search. As you become more familiar with your topic you may also need to go back to your earlier 

searches and re-assess material you previously discounted. You may also need to undertake new searches using 

terms you have learnt during your research process. For example, having looked at sources written during the 

civil rights movement you may now want to look at sources about Jackson’s 1988 presidential campaign as well. 

 

  



 
Advanced Search 

The ‘Advanced Search’ function allows users to refine their search for multiple terms and apply the filtering process at 

the beginning of your search.  This can be useful for when you have a very specific research question or in the latter 

stages of your research project when you have a more defined idea of the source material you are looking for. 

 

One special search category added to PER: FLPG is that of audio and transcripts.  This is to reflect the recorded interviews 

in the Searchlight Oral Histories Collection which can be both listened to and read.  As the audio files have been 

transcribed, they can be discovered, as well as cross-searched with other document and content types, via the ‘Advanced 

Search’ and ‘Filter Options’. 

 

 

KEY TOPICS 

This section will introduce you to five of the main subject areas covered by PER: FLPG.  These subject areas were chosen 

because they relate directly to the documents that make up PER: FLPG, as well as reflecting historiographical debates 

and key teaching areas.  There are also questions designed to help guide your research into these topics in the archive.  

You will also find lists of further useful search terms which will assist you in broadening your knowledge of these 

subjects. These terms have already been tested via the PER: FLPG search function so should provide you with helpful 

results.   

 

Radical Right 

Throughout the twentieth century most Western countries have broadly described politics with the terms right and left, 

with right-wing describing traditional conservatives. Far-right or extreme right ideologies, groups or movements go 

beyond the standard right promoting ideas of radical nationalism, anti-integration and authoritarianism.  Although the 

first fascist movements came to prominence in early twentieth-century Europe during the World Wars today examples 

of far-right politics can be found around the world and includes neo-fascism, neo-Nazism, white supremacism and white 

nationalism. 

 

• How did far-right movements develop in the US throughout the twentieth century? 

• What were the campaigning strategies of the alt-right throughout the twentieth and twenty-first century? 

• Assess the success of anti-fascist movements at combatting the far-right. 

 

Other useful search terms: American First Party, American Nazi Party, British National Party, British People's Party, 

British Union of Fascists, Combat 18, detention, emigration, English Defence League, immigration, Imperial Fascist 

League, John Birch Society, Ku Klux Klan, Liberty Lobby, National Front, National Party, National Renaissance Party, 

National Socialism, National Socialist German Workers' Party, Neo-Nazis, Nordic League, Posse Comitatus, Right Club. 

https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7QYW&prodId=PLEX


 
Racist and Hate Groups 

The Southern Poverty Law Center defines a hate group as an organization that – “based on its official statements or 

principles, the statements of its leaders, or its activities – has beliefs or practices that attack or malign an entire class 

of people, typically for their immutable characteristics” which includes race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation or 

gender identity. 

 

• Describe the role religion plays within racist and hate groups? 

• List the recurring themes are used in propaganda by racist and hate groups? 

• Explain what the various primary sources gathered in PER: FLPG tell us about hate speech? 

 

Other useful search terms: anti-Catholicism, Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, anti-integrationist, anti-Semitism, 

Christian Identity, Citizens Council Movement, concentration camps, hate crimes, homosexual, holocaust denial, 

homophobic, human rights, murder, National Alliance, National States Rights Party, National Youth Alliance/Youth for 

Wallace, race discrimination, race relations, racial violence, racism, skinhead, transsexual, transvestite, White Aryan 

Resistance. 

 

 

Communist and Socialist Groups 

Although communism and socialism is not considered far-left or unorthodox by many, particularly in countries where it 

is the ideology of the ruling political party, throughout the twentieth century communists, suspected communists and 

communist sympathisers have been considered dangerous radicals in many western, capitalist countries.  In nations 

such as the US and Britain these groups and individuals have been under surveillance and treated as a national threat. 

 

• Why did the British government keep files on communists and suspected communists? 

• How are communists portrayed by anti-communist propaganda in the United States? 

• Despite the political chaos in the interwar period communism remained marginal in Britain.  Identify and 

explain why the Communist Party of Great Britain failed to gain significant support.  

 

Other useful search terms: Communist Party of the United States of America, Communist Workers Party, Democratic 

Socialist Organizing Committee, Democratic Socialists of America, House Un-American Activities Committee, 

International Socialists, labor movement, labor union, Revolutionary Communist Party, Revolutionary Communist Youth, 

Revolutionary Socialist League, Socialist Labor Party, Socialist Workers Party, Soviet Union, Spanish Civil War, trade 

union, World Anti-Communist League, Young Communist League, Young Socialist Alliance. 

 



 
New Left 

The New Left was a collection of leftist activist movements fighting for civil rights, anti-war, feminism, gay rights, abortion 

rights and drug policy reforms in the 1960s and 1970s.1  Whether New Left movements should be categorised as 

“extreme” or “radical” is debatable, but their call for a social revolution makes them anti-establishment and thus 

unorthodox in the time period in which they were active.   

 

• List modern political movements inspired by the New Left. 

• What is the hippie subculture? 

• Analyze why youth movements were so predominant in the New Left. 

• Explain the revival of anarchism in relation to the anti-nuclear, environmental and peace movements of the 

New Left. 

• Explain the role of protest as a tool for political change in the 1960s and 1970s America. 

 

Other useful search terms: acid, affirmative action, alternative schools, American Civil Liberties Union, American 

Indian Movement, animal rights, assisted suicide, commune, conscription, drugs, Earth First, gay liberation, genetic 

engineering, Gray Panthers, green politics, hippies, homophobia, lesbian separatism, Lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), 

Native American, pacifist, recycling, Stonewall Riot, Students for a Democratic Society, Underground Press Syndicate, 

United Farm Workers, vegetarianism, Vietnam War, Weather Underground Organization, Weathermen, women’s 

liberation movement, Wounded Knee occupation, Yippies  

 

 

Civil Rights Movement 

In the United States the civil rights movement denotes the struggle to end institutionalized racial discrimination for 

African Americans.  Although the movement achieved its largest legislative gains in the mid-1960s the movement’s 

origins and impact are felt way beyond that.  

 

• Describe what started the civil rights movement? 

• What was the Black Panther Party and what was its role in the civil rights movement? 

• Discuss the role of African American women in the civil rights movement? 

• The civil rights movement impacted the whole of the US population, not just African Americans. Compose an 

argument for or against this statement. 

• Analyze the impact of Jewish support for the civil rights movement. 

 

 
1 PRO-TIP! Most of these movements were in some way acknowledged by or connected to other movements, an interconnectedness reflected across  

  the collections, so it is important to read around your chosen subject to discover important links.  



 
Other useful search terms: abolition of slavery, black liberation, black nationalism, black power, Brown v. Board of 

Education, interracial marriage, Jim Crow laws, Little Rock Nine, lynching, Montgomery bus boycott, National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People, National Council of Negro Women, nonviolent resistance, racial 

segregation, sit-ins, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, United States Congress, United States Senate, United 

States Supreme Court. 

 

 

CASE STUDIES 

These case studies provide some examples of the sorts of material found in PER: FLPG.  They will show you how the 

source material found in PER: FLPG relates to some of the key topics discussed above.  They will also introduce you to 

the kinds of specific questions you can use to interrogate individual sources.  If you are interested in the topics discussed 

in these case studies, at the end of each study you will find suggestions for how to investigate further. 

 

These case studies can also be used as a teaching tool.  They can be used to help educators explain using digital primary 

sources to new users.  Together with the instructions above (Basic Search and Filtering), they can help in explaining to 

new users how to navigate a digital archive.  They also provide clear examples of the source materials in PER: FLPG, and 

the kinds of critical thinking that need to be applied to these sources.  Further case studies and essays on key topics 

covered in PER: FLPG can be found in Research Tools. 

 

Oswald Mosley, British Fascism 

Oswald Mosley was a British politician who founded the British Union of Fascists (BUF) in 1932 and led Britain's anti-

Semitic fascist movement.  In 1936 Mosley led the BUF in a march in the East End of London which clashed with anti-

fascist demonstrators.  This became known as the Battle of Cable Street and signifies an important point in British 

history when far-right political extremism was subverted and the BUF’s growing popularity was curtailed, but how 

impactful was this event?   

 

In the interwar period Mosley was under surveillance by the British Security Service, better known as MI5, and was 

classed by them as a right-wing extremist.  Of particular interest are police reports of public events where Mosley spoke 

from 1933-1940.  In November 1936, one month after the Battle of Cable Street, Birmingham City Police made a report 

of Mosley speaking at luncheon for local businessmen where he gives an account of the “trouble in the East End of 

London”. 

  

https://go.gale.com/ps/staticResource?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&prodId=PLEX&type=EssaysResources


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical thinking questions to consider: 

• What does this excerpt tell us about violence at BUF meetings? 

• How would you describe the attitude of the author towards the 

government? 

• What does this excerpt suggest about the significance of 

clothing? 

• If we go further into the file, we can find further reports detailing 

Mosley’s public appearances which can help us understand the 

level of influence the BUF had.  Based on what you find there, judge whether Britain was ever at risk of 

becoming a fascist country and justify your argument. 

 

Another first-person account of the Battle of Cable Street is given by Max Levitas in an oral history where 

he also describes the resistance to fascism by the Jewish community and communist groups in the East 

End of London in the 1930s.  Listen to his account (or read the transcript) by clicking here. 

KV 2/884: The Security Service: Personal (PF Series) Files. Right-Wing Extremists. February 16, 1933-August 12, 1940. MS 

British Security Service Personal Files. Subseries on Right Wing-Extremists, Communists and Suspected Communists, and 

Soviet and Other Communist Front Organisations: British Security Service Personal Files. Subseries on Right Wing-

Extremists, Communists and Suspected Communists, and Soviet and Other Communist Front Organisations KV 2/884. The 

National Archives (Kew, United Kingdom). Political Extremism and Radicalism, 

https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CZDOHY987296639/PLEX?u=webdemo&sid=PLEX&xid=d02e36be. Accessed 4 Nov. 2020. [p. 

219-220] 

https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CJEOMF132329975/PLEX?u=webdemo&sid=PLEX&xid=eb7eed5f
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CJEOMF132329975/PLEX?u=webdemo&sid=PLEX&xid=eb7eed5f


 
Critical thinking question: 

• Explain the role of marching as a political tool used by the fascists and antifascists in the early twentieth 

century. 

 

More on this topic… 

If you want to investigate British fascism and anti-fascism, European or transnational fascism a good place to start is by 

browsing the following collections form PER: FLPG: 

• British Home Office Defence Regulation 18B Advisory Committee Papers Regarding the Detainment of Oswald 

Mosley, Leader of the British Union of Fascists 

• British Home Office Registered Papers Regarding British Fascists and Suspected Nazi Sympathisers 

• British Security Service Personal Files. Subseries on Right Wing-Extremists, Communists and Suspected 

Communists, and Soviet and Other Communist Front Organisations 

• Fascist and Anti-Fascist Booklets 

• Leaflets, Stickers, Posters, Electoral Ephemera from Fascist and Anti-Fascist Groups 

• Searchlight Magazine 

 

 

Phyllis Schlafly and the Equal Rights Amendment 

Phyllis Schlafly was an American conservative activist who successfully campaigned against the ratification of the Equal 

Rights Amendment (ERA) to the US Constitution, which was intended to guarantee equal legal rights for all American 

citizens regardless of sex.  In 1972, Schlafly founded the Eagle Forum, a conservative political interest group.  Below is 

an example of an Eagle Forum newsletter from 1983 which talks about the ERA being an attempt to gain abortion funding 

as well as a drive for membership. 

 

Critical thinking questions to consider: 

• How would you describe the attitude of the author(s) towards the women’s liberation movement and feminism?   

• Explain how the images of “family”, “wife” and “mother” are used. 

• Is this newsletter propaganda?  Debate why or why not. 

• Is this an example of fake news? Debate why or why not.  State how would you check. 

 

 

https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7ZPG&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7ZPG&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7ZPH&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7ZPF&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7ZPF&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7QYU&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7QYV&prodId=PLEX
https://go.gale.com/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=webdemo&inPS=true&mCode=7QYT&prodId=PLEX


 

  
 

 

More on this topic… 

If you want to investigate the question of abortion rights further some useful search terms include: 

• Barbara Ehrenreich 

• National Abortion Rights Action League 

• National Organization for Women 

• National Women's Health Network 

• Planned Parenthood Federation of America 

• Pro-choice 

• Pro-life  

• Women’s Health Services 

• World Health Organization 
 

Eagle Forum. March, 1983-September 2, 1993. TS The American Radicalism Collection: Part 2: The Religious and Radical 

Right. Michigan State University. Political Extremism and Radicalism, 

https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/BIFAZZ464390668/PLEX?u=webdemo&sid=PLEX&xid=c40069cb. Accessed 4 Nov. 2020.  
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