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American Historical Periodicals 
from the American Antiquarian Society

This archive contains nearly 200 titles, starting in the Colonial era, moving through the 
Civil War and Reconstruction, and into the 20th century. These periodicals show how the 
significant events and major issues were presented and received by the people, providing 
a counterpoint to the major newspapers. As many of the periodicals were aimed at 
particular audiences, alternative views and arguments can be found on the same topics.
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OVER THREE CENTURIES OF CONTENT COVERING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE U.S.

One of the biggest strengths of this collection is the diversity of content. While the major issues are covered, the 
periodicals included go beyond politics, economics and general history. Alongside titles dedicated to arts and literature, 
there is coverage ranging from entertainment to agriculture, building a comprehensive and expansive record of the era. 
Many of the events and issues covered in these periodicals were influential in the course of America’s development, and 
using this archive can help researchers analyse the effect they had on the culture, values, and national identity. 

KEY STATISTICS
Number of articles Number of titles Earliest document 

Over 7 million Over 195 1607
Latest document 

1940

OVER 7 MILLION PAGES OF CONTENT
This archive spanning a number of different subject areas, helping researchers build a rich and complex picture of a 
developing nation throughout its most influential historical periods

EXPLORE TOPICS AND THEMES FROM SEVERAL ANGLES
The periodicals in this collection offer a range of perspectives, opinions, and arguments around the biggest events in U.S. 
history. offering researchers a diverse set of resources

BRAND NEW TITLES AND ISSUES
Over 550,000 pages of content that has not previously been scanned, bringing both new issues and extended runs of 
publications that were not available before

CROSS-SEARCH FOR NEW CONNECTIONS
This archive is cross-searchable with other Gale Primary Sources collections, opening new avenues for digital humanities 
scholarship and uncovering new and innovative research

A MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESOURCE FEATURES AND TOOLS

•	 American History

•	 American Politics

•	 Arts and Literature

•	 Gender and Women’s Studies

•	 Humanities and Social Sciences

Term Frequency
See the frequency of search terms within a content set 
to begin assessing interactions and how they developed 
over time.

Term Clusters
Developing research topics by identifying and organising 
frequently occurring themes, and revealing hidden 
relationships between search terms.

Text & Data Mining
At request, Gale will deliver data and metadata 
associated with the collection for use in data mining and 
textual analysis, supporting the digital humanities.


